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4 Some Obſervations upon the Laws 
&c. from holding any Office, or Place 
of Probe or: Frut d Oct 
The Diſſenters complain of the hard- 
ſhip of it, and alledge that they have 
now proved their Zeal and Steadineſs in 
the King's Intereſt beyond all poſſibility 
of Diſpute; that they have been remark- 
ably ſerviceable, as well before his Ma- 
jeſty's Acceſſion, as ſince, by their op- 
poſing Popery, and the Pretender, and 


have on all Occaſions been ready to lay 


down their Lives for the Government, 
and for the Perſon of King GEORGE; 
they ſay it is hard, they ſhould be {till 
treated as Enemies, as Perſons dange- 
rous to the Monarchy in General, and 
to the Church in particular ; and upon 
this Foot they-think they ought to be 
admitted to the Profits, the Truſts, and 
Honour of being employ'd in common 
with the reſt of his Majeſty*s Subjects. 
The other ſide alledge, that they who 
cannot joyn in the Communion! of the 
Church cannot be eſteem'd Friends of 
the Church; that the Diſſenters have, 
on many Accounts, ſhewn their Con- 
tempt of the Church, and their wil- 
lingneſs to pull her down; and there 
2 f ore 


againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters $5 


fore they muſt watch againft thoſe Evils 
that threaten. the whole | Fabrick, and 
commit no Truſt, where we are not aſ- 
ſur'd very well of the Perſons being in 
one and the ſame Intereſts. That the 
Church of England has many pretend- 
ed Friends that are her utter Ene- 
mies, and ſhe ought to fence effectu- 
ally againſt them; that they that will 
not communicate with her, ſhould not 
be concern'd in the Government of 
her, they that would not ſit down 
with her at the Table of the Lord, 
ſhould not ſit in her Councils, &c. 
- Now the beſt way to State this Caſe, 
1 ſo as may be effectual at ſuch a time as 
{ this, when Men's Minds' are fluQua- 
ting between the Extremes on both 
Sides; is in my Opinion to examine, 
whether theſe Reſtraints and Limita- 
tions laid upon the Hands of the D 
ſenters, are agreeable to the Rules of the 
Chriſtian Religion, to the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, and to the Inſtitution of 
our Saviour; for as to the Article of 
the Civil Power, there remains very 
little room to Diſpute, ſeeing the Law 
has been made by the Supreme Au- 
1 2 5 thority 
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6 Some Obſervations upon the Laws | 

thority of the Nation (viz.) by the 
Parliament, the Repreſentative of the 
whole Kingdom. How 


But if we prove it to be contrary 
to the Laws of God; if, we prove it'to 
be inconſiſtent with Religion, and re- 
pugnant to the Dottrine of our own 
Church ; if we prove, that theſe Laws 
obliges us to practiſe Things deſtructive 
of the Government of the Church, and- 
ruining to all Diſcipline; leaving the 
Pale of God's Ordinances, laid open; and 
expoling the Holy Inſtitutions of our 


bleſſed Saviour to be trampled under- 


foot by his Enemies, caſting his Pearl 
to the Swine; if all this can be made 
clear, it will then be acknowledg'd, 
that it is worth the Conſideration of a 
Chriſtian Legiſlature, and high-time 
for all that are concern'd to avert the 
Wrath of Almighty God, and his Judg- 
ments from falling upon the Nation, to 
recommend theſe Things to Conſidera- 
tion. For certainly, no Aſſembly of Chri- 
ſtians, and Proteſtants can decline enqui- 
ring into ſuch Laws; no Proteſtant Aſ- 
fembly can think themſelves uncon- 
cern'd, or be eaſy in ſuffering Laws to 

remain 


apain(t Proteſtant Diffenters. 7 
remain in force under them, which are 
contrary to the Laws of God, and de- 
ſtructive to Religion in general, 

Nor can any one pretend, at leaſt I 
hope none will be ſo malicious, that it 1s 
an Offence'to ſay, that any of our Laws 
may be unrighteous, or are ſo, for the 
Caſe manifeſtly differs here in this eſſen- 
tial Degree (viz.) that this Law was 
not unrighteous in its Deſign, but 
proves ſo in its Effect; which Effect is 
an Accident to the Deſign, and indeed 
is a Corruption of it; ſeeing it was a 
Law deſign'd to diſtinguiſh only be- 
tween two differing Religions (vis. ) 
Popiſh and Proteſtant, and not to ruin 
Orthodox Chriſtians, and puniſh inno- 
cent Men; as it was a Mark of Diſtin- 
Ction between the Nations ſworn Ene- 
mies, and her faithful Members, it 
was molt juſt ; but as it is now perver- 
ted in its uſe, and the Edge of it turn'd 
againſt Proteſtants, for only religious, 
conſcientious Scruples, it becomes a 
Grievance, and claims our ſerious Appli- 
cation; and for this J muſt ſay, *tis re- 
markable that I have extraordinary Pre- 
cedents to bring, whoſe Opinion will 

confirm 
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confirm what is offered in. theſe Sheets, 
and I cannot but inſiſt upon it, as an 
Addition to my Argument. ** 
It has now been 'Twice recommend- 
ed from the Throne, and by the two 
wiſeſt and beſt Kings, that ever fill'd 


the Seat of Government in this Nation, 


(viz.) King WILLIAM, and Kin 
GEORGE; that it was for the e 


of Great- Britain, and agreeable both. to 


the Judgment and Deſire of their Ma- 
jeſty's. That ſome Meaſures ſhould be 
thought of to ſtrengthen the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, by uniting Proteſtants, in, at 
leaſt, their Civil Intereſt ; where they 
cannot be united in their religious In- 


tereſt. 


This is underſtood to contain more 
by ſome People, than they think it rea- 
ſonable to Grant, and perhaps b others 
leſs than they wiſh for. It ſeems ne- 


ceſſary to ſer it in a true Light; that 


we may, if poſſible, remove the Scru- 
ples of thoſe, who think more is de- 
manded of them, than they ought to 
Grant; and that the Propoſal it ſelf is 
dangerous to the Church, both which 


I think are eaſily confuted. 


The 


* 


Againſi Proteſtant Diſſenters. 9 


The firſt Objection we meet with in 
this particular Caſe, is made by thoſe 
who are not indeed ſo Ignorant, as 
they are Deſigning and Trayterous, and 
who aim not ſo much at wounding the 
Diſſenters, as they do at inſulting the 
Government, and the Perſon of the 
King himſelf: Thoſe would firſt inti- 
mate, that what the Diſſenters deſire is 
injurious to the Church, and that the 
King propoling it, ſprings from a Defi- 
ciency of Care of the Church, or real 
Kindneſs to the Church. 

To ftrengthen their Reproaches of 
this kind, they tell us, that none of 
our Kings or Queens ever favour'd the 
Diſſenters; but the Two Kings, which 
they, by way of Reproach, call Foreign- 
ers: Intimating, that Foreign Princes, 
when they come to mount the Brit. 
Throne, cannot have the ſame Affecti- 
on to the Church, as thoſe who were 
born here; in which we muſt take 
leave to differ, from them, and ſhall 
give our Reaſons for it in the Courſe 
of theſe Sheets. E301 

Theſe People would take it ill, if 
we ſhould tell them, that in this they 

B | Re- 
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Reproach even the Church of England 
it ſelf; as if her Doctrine and Com- 
munion was different from, and not 
to be approved by any of the Proteſtant 
Churches in the World; and that ſhe 
was afraid of admitting any Proteſtant 
of any of the Churches in Europe, to 
Terms of Charity and Chriſtian Liber- 
ty, but ſuch only, as could joyn in her 


Communion: 'This I call a Reproach ; 


and it is ſo without queſtion, becauſe 
it inſinuates, that could any of the Pro- 
teſtant Churches of Europe, or of their 
Members be allow'd here, they would 


be dangerous to our Church. 


What 1s this but openly telling us, 
that they are afraid to truſt the Princi- 
ples and Communion of the Church of 
England upon the Foundation of its own 
Merit, and to ſtand upon the Baſis of 


other Churches (v.) the Apoſtles and 


Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being the chief 
corner Stone, But were obliged to for- 
tifie her Conſtitution, by Civil Sancti- 
ons, excluſive Laws, Penalties, Gc. 
and while they decline truſting any 
Proteſtants with any ſhare in the Civil 
Adminiſtration, who have not declar'd 

Aſſent, 


againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters. 11 


Aſſent, and Conſent, and have not en- 
tirely given in to all the Poſtulata of the 
Ezeliſh Eccleſiaſtic Conſtitution, they, 
in a manner, excommunicate all Church- 

es in the World. 
This if T am not miſtaken, is not the 
Practiſe of any Proteſtant Church in the 
World, but the Church of England; 
and either implies, that the Church- 
men are even criminally greedy of Tem- 
poral Employments, and have made 
this Sacramental Teſt no more or leſs 
than a meer Tool to engroſs to them- 
ſelves the Profits of the Nation, on pre- 
tence of religious Qualifications, a thing 
which muſt be calPd a down right pro- 
faning the ſacred Inſtitution of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Or that they act by a Princi- 
ple of Religion, differing from thoſe the 
Church of England her ſelf profeſſes: 
And this brings me down to the parti- 
cular Method of handling this Argu- 
ment, which, as I ſaid above, I deſign'd, 
and which my Title directs to (viz.) 
That the Laws which we now com- 
plain of, or at leaſt the Practiſe of ſome 
Church-men. in their Conſtruction of, 
and the Mai ner of their executing thoſe 
| B 2 Laws, 


12 Some Obſervations upon the Laws 
Laws, is contrary. to, and inconſiſtent 
with, not only true Religion, and the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
but even contrary to the Doctrine of the 
Church of Exgland it ſelf, which thoſe 
People, who, al the while they act thus, 
pretend to profeſs. EE 2s 
The ſtated Declaration made in Par- 
liament, on Account of the firſt Occa- 
ſional Bill, will for ever remain a Rule, 
in this Caſe, to refer to (viz.) that Per- 
fecution for Conſcience, is contrary to the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Doctrine of the Church of England. 
Doubtleſs theſe diſenabling Severi- 
ties, are within the Compaſs of what 
we call Perſecution, even by all the 
Notions of Perſecution that ever were 
receiv'd in the World: If being turn'd 
out of Employments, which are poſ- 
ſeſs'd, and perhaps had been ſo for 
ſome Years; and on which perhaps the 
Support of a Family depends be a Suf- 
tering, and this Suffering be occaſion'd 
by the Perſon's ſtrictly adhering to his 
Principles, and the Dictates of his 'own 
Conſcience, and on no other Ground 
whatſoever ; then is tlie Force, which 
| * 


againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, 13 


is the Cauſe of this Suffering, juſtly 
eſteem'd to be Perſecution, and that of 
the extremeſt kind as ſhall be further 
explained by the next Head. 
If this Suffering reduces the Sufferer 
to Diſtreſs, to the inexpreſſible Hard- 
ſhips of Want, and, which is yet hard- 
er, to the more inexpreſſible, and more 
unſufferable Hardſhip, of ſeeing a Fa- 
mily, a Wife that is as his own Soul, 
and Children that are dearer than the 
Breath we draw, reduc'd to ſtarving 
and want; 1s not this a Perſecution, 
even beyond the Cruelties of Death? 
Is it not a Suffering, even beyond that 
of Fire and Fagot? Are there not 
Thouſands of honeſt and innocent Per- 
ſons, who could much rather Sacrifice 
themſelves, and even ſuffer Death, 
than thus be ſtript of thoſe Employ- 
ments, upon which the Bread of their 
Famihes have depended, and yet who 
by a Principle of Conſcience, not da- 
ring to act againſt the Dictates of that 
Light, which they believe to be Hea- 
venly, and of the Truth, of which 
Principles they are thorowly perſwa- 
ded, have been oblig'd ro quit their 
Em- 
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Employments, and to ſee themſelves 
and Families periſh with Miſery and 
Want ? | 

We are not without innumerable 
Examples of ſuch as theſe, who none 
can deny, are properly Sufferers for 
Conſcience, and that to ſuch an Extre- 
mity, as few can imitate, which Suffe- 
rings can have no other Title given 
them, than that of a violent and ſevere 
Perſecution. 

From theſe we come to thoſe Per- 
ſons, who, being deſtitute of Employ- 
ments, qualified for the Service of their 
Country, and capable by their Intereſt 
to obtain ſuch Publick Buſineſs, as 
might ſupport and maintain their Fa- 
milies, are rejected and refuſed, meer- 
ly becauſe they cannot proſtitute their 
Conſciences, to Things which are a- 
gainſt their Profeſſion and Principles. 
To enter into the Enquiry here, why 
theſe Things are againſt their Conſci- 
ence, and why they cannot comply, is 
in it ſelf as needleſs as inſufficient, for 
to him to whom it is ſo oppoſite to 
Principle, to him it is Sin to comply; 
nay, tho” his Principle be founded upon 

Ignorance 


* 


ipain(t Proteſtant Diſſenters. 15 
Ignorance or Miſtake, and the Queſti. 
on does not turn upon the Reaſon of 
his being perſwaded in his Mind, 
whether * want of right Information, 
or otherwiſe; but upon his being 
really perſwaded at all, ſeeing as it is 
impoſſible to give Light in, and right 
Knowledge of Divine Things, but 
from Heaven. So it is unchriſtian to 
force the Light and Knowledge, that 
any Man adheres to, and has receiv'd, 
and effectually to do it on pretence of 
the want of Degrees, which they that 
Object the want of cannot give. 

If this be true, as ſeems undeniable ; 
then it muſt follow, that all the Force, 
whether by Humane Laws, or other- 
wiſe; which isoffer*d to the Conſciences 
of the People of England, of the Kind 
we are now ſpeaking of, is Unchriſtian, 
contrary to the Principles of true Re- 
ligion, and is a meer Perſecution for 
Conſcience, which the Church of Exg- 
land her ſelf declares againſt, as above. 

Nor, on the other Hand, will all the 
Objections againſt the Perſons affect this 
Argument; as to all the Notions of their 
being Dangerous to the mes + of 

Cn their 
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their being Enemies to the Govern- 
ment, and to Monarchy ; and all the 
other Political Pretences, which have 
for many Years been made uſe of to 
ſupport the perſecuting Practiſe of for- 
mer Reigns, they can take no Place 
here. For, if there are Civil Reaſons 
for diſabling any Perſons from enjoy ing 
Advantages in the Government, Civil 
Teſts may be made to diſable ſuch ; 
Ways may certainly be found out to ſe- 
cure the Government, without entail- 
ing the Indignation of Heaven upon 
the Kingdom, by eſtabliſhing Unrigh- 
teouſneſs by a Law, and erecting an 
Authority over Conſcience, which 
Chriſt Jeſus never gave it into the 
Power of Man to erect. It is ſad Cir- 
cumſtances for any Civil Government 
to be in (viz.) to be under the Neceſ- 
ſity of provoking Heaven, to preſerve 
the Conſtitution ; to ſet up wicked and 
unjuſtifiable Methods to ſupport them- 
ſelves, and to build their Eſtabliſhment 
upon Oppreſſion and Perſecution. This 
is to arm the Power of Heaven againſt 
them, and fly to the Power of Man. to 
protect them; and the Cries of the Per. 

ſecuted 
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ſecuted Families to him who is able to 
avenge them, ſhall always do more to- 
wards. the Ruine of ſuch a Church, or 
ſuch a Government, than ever their 
very, Enemies can pretend to fear from 
them, by their being taken into Places 
or Employments in Queſtion. 

What unaccountable Abſurdities are 
there lodg'd in the Argument, as it 
ſtands thus, upon the Foundation of the 
Practiſe, being Lawful or not Lawful. 
Here is Heaven affronted, to preſerve 
the Government, Religion contradict- 
ed, to ſecure the Church, and Princi- 
ple trampled upon, to eſtabliſh Power; 

s this the way to engage the Favour of 
Heaven to the People that praQtiſe it? 
Can the Church of England look for Se- 
curity in Practiſe, contrary to her own 
Doctrine? Can the Clergy look up to 
Heaven for a Bleſſing; upon a Practiſe 
inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Religi- 
on? Is this the Way to engage Heaven 
in the Church's Quarrel? Or is it the 
Way to provoke Heaven againſt them ? 
It were well, if the Gentlemen who 
argue for theſe Violences, would con- 
hder theſe Things; and would let the 
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World know by ſome ſuch Method, as 
becomes Chriſtians 'ro do, that they 
have conſidered them, - and that the 
do act from Principles well confider'd, 
in what they do of this Kind, 'or what 
they intend to do with their Brethren. 
They, will not pretend to ſay, they 
are unconeern'd, whether the Caſe 1s 
juſt or ho; whether it is within the 
Rules of Chriſtianity ; or, in a Word, 
whether Heaven is for or againſt them. 
Not the worſt of Men will venture to 
argue on ſuch Principles as thoſe ; let 
us then State the Queſtion fairly, in 


Point of Conſcience and Duty, either 


to God or Man. 
- 'Either theſe perſecuting Laws are 
juſt, or they are not; if they are not, 
it is not all the Pretences of Safety. to 
the Church, or Security to the Go- 
vernment, that will juftifie their being 
made Laws, or executed as Laws. For 
all Laws, repugnant to Juſtice and the 
Laws of God, are void in their own 
Nature, and are, not only a Violation 
of Chriſtian Duties, but are a high 
Contempt of the Authority of Jefus 
Chriſt in the Government of his Church, 
* and 


gainſt Proteſtant Diſſenters. 19 


and of the Creator of all Things in the 


Government of the World; and of 
ſuch Laws it may be ſaid, they Sin 


againſt God, who put them in Execu- 


tion, and they Sin againſt God, who 


obey them. 


If theſe Laws are ſaid to be uſt, 


and agreeable to the Laws of God; 
let. thoſe that ſay ſo bring them to 
the Touchſtone, as well of Reaſon, as 
of the Word of God, which is the Rule 
to judge by. Ollie : 

Can it be reaſonable to believe, that 
it is lawful to apply the ſacred Inſtitu- 
tions of Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch as the Sacra- 
ments of his own appointing, to Ends 


and Uſes, different from, and repug- 
nant to, thoſe Ends and Uſes, for Which 


our Lord himſelf appointed them. For 


Example; The Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper was an Ordinance inſtituted, 
with-two remarkable Uſes or Ends;both 
being mentioned in the Inſtitution. 
Firſt, That it be done, as a Comme- 
moration of our bleſſed Redeemer, they 


are his own expreſs Words. This do in 


remembrance of me, 


C 2 Secondly, 
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20 Some Obſeruations upon the Laws 

þ Secondly, That it was to Iluſtrate 
and Explain the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
and declare them to the World, and to 
the End of the World, this is expreſs'd 
in thoſe Words, To ſhem forth the Lord's 
Death, till he come. 

'In the whole Scripture, there is not 
one Example, and thro' the whole Te- 
nour oſ the Word of God, there is no 
Symptom or Appearance, that there 
was any Civil Politic Uſe allow'd, or 
intended to be allow'd, to be made 
of this Ordinance ; much leſs, that it 
ſhould be allow'd to be made a Teſt 
of Qualification for Civil Advancements 
or Truſts; that none ſhould be admit- 
ted into Councils, Armys, Navys, or 
any Truſt in the Civil Government, but 
ſuch as had been thus admitted to the 
Lord's Table. . EE eg 

With what Face can any Man fay, 
that this facred Ordinance may be pro- 
ſtituted to ſecular Ends and Deſigns; or 
indeed toany other Ends and Uſes, than 
{uch as are appointed in the Inſtitution, 
or at leaſt ſuch as are appointed by him 
that inſtituted it. 7 | i 


From 
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From hence, let us go on to the 
Practiſe of the Church of-Chriſt in all 
Ages, and why have not "thoſe who 
plead for this Practiſe hitherto, brought 
ſome Example in the early Ages of the 
Church, when the communicating with 
this or that Church, was made a Teſt 
ot Qualification for Civil Employment; 
eſpecially, where the Perfons were 
known to receive the Orthodox Faith, 
and to join in all the eſſential Articles 
of Religion. 
Sure the People, who firſt turn'd 
the Edge of this great Law of Church- 
Communion againſt the Diſſenters 
which, by the Way, was only deſign'd 
by the Legiſlature to be turn'd againſt 
Papiſts and Idolaters, had either no 
Concern upon them for the Equity 
and Juſtice of their Actions, and whe- 
ther they were to be defended upon 
Chriſtian Principles or not, orhad never 
given themſelves Time to enquire into 
the Practiſe of the Primitive Churches: 
Certainly, if ſuch a Thing had ever 
been done, there might be ſome ſha- 
dow of it remaining; ſomething to 
ſhew, that in General it was approv'd 


of, 
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of, or that in ſome or other of the long 
Reign of the Chriſtian Emperors, it had 
been done, or ſomething like it. 
There was indeed raſh Excommuni- 
cations,and uncharitable Separations one 
from another upon many trifling Occaſi- 
ons; even in the Primitive Times; as 
particularly, about the Time of the 
Celebration of Eaſter. But even theſe, 
| were condemned by the juſt Suffrage of 
the more moderate Part of the Church; 
but that taking the Sacrament was ever 
made a Teſt for the Admittance of mi- 
litary Officers, Governours and Cour- 
tiers, we may challenge all the Ma- 
ſlers of Hiſtory in the World, to ſhew 
us one Example of it among all the 
Chriſtians, either of the Eaſter» or Weſt- 
ern Churches. Nay, if I had ſaid 
among all the Chriſtians, and Chriſti- 
an Governments from our Saviour's 
Time, till the Eſtabliſiment of this 
Law, we now complain oft. | 
For God's ſake then, whence have 
we the Right to eſtablith Laws, which 
Chriſt Jefus never inſtituted? And 
which Primitive Ages never practiſed ? 
Laws, which have neither Precept or 
"JIE Example 
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Example to direct them; nos Hi 
the Word of God, or out of it; Whet! 
has this Authority been hid for Seven- 
teen Hundred Years? And who made 
the 5 of it at laſt? That we 
ſhould now plead for a Practiſe which no 
Scripture juſtifies, no Church, no 'Na- 
tion ever pretended to before us. 

If it be ſuggeſted, that the voluntary 
Conſent of the Nation, which is un- 
derſtood in all the Acts paſs'd b. 
a legal Repreſentative of the whole 
Body, legitimates this Act; we may 
anſwer, it may be true in all Laws, 
that are Conſonant to the Laws of 
Reaſon and Religion; but I muſt be 
allowed to ſay, that in Caſe of an AQ 
repugnant to theſe, the National Con- 
ſent may indeed entitle us to National 
Judgments, for enacting and executing 
ſuch Laws, but can by no means legi- 
timate ſuch Practiſes, or give any Sanc- 
tion to a Law, which is not , juſtified 
by the Laws of God. 254 

Beſides, it has often been ſaid, that 
the Execution of this Law has been 
turn'd, and the Point of it applied to 
an End remote, and quite different 

from, 
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from that, which the Legiflators, who 
firſt made it, deſign'd it for; and con- 
ſequently, the Law, as now executed, 
may not properly be faid to be the AQ 
7 Deed of the whole Nation, nor 
are the whole Body in that Sence any 
way accountable for it. THR 

But we have another Objection a- 
gainſt this Law, and which Charges 
it with overthrowing the very Being 
of all Church Government in the 
World ; an Objection which calls aloud, 
not for an Anſwer, for it can never 
be anſwer'd; but for redreſs ; an Ob- 
jection which indeed charges it with 
a Crime, and ſuch a Crime, as I believe 
no Proteſtans Church or Nation, but 
ours are guilty of, and this is that, 
not only conſcientious Chriſtians are 
perſecuted, for not complying againſt 
their Principles with this Clauſe, in a 
manner, which, without Sin,they cannot 
comply with it. But ſcandalous Perſons, 
ſuch as by the Nature of the Ordinance, 
and by the expreſs Words of the Inſti- 


tion, are warned not to come, and 
ought not to be admitted, are not 
y admitted without due Examinati- 


On; 


N 


Wijubut. even = eee of 
the. Ehurche abligd; 0) egma, ro, the 
Lord's Table, 10 the moſt; ho 


ee of the e it vr 
oying the End its un 
and — Wann 

Fine in che World. * i sy 6 a * 
10 219171 % {il c1gi ho in yt 9% anl. | ay 


Si Such Evidence does this A 


rgument 

carry in it ſelf, that even abe Iproſeſ 
IA ies 2 — — - 
ves on ions agaanſtiPerſecir- 
tha utmoſt Vehememec: To 
AN IIwall produce an Au. 
thor eminent fob the unmaſt H verſion 
to che Diſſanters, and '/whorperhaps has 
nothing in bim to retommend him to 
che Friends of the High Principles, but 
that Averſion ; yet fram whom the Na- 
ture of the Thing extorted this follow- 
ing Truth, the-Geneifl Head of 
Coertion, and which c ee 
Our Caſe. 4 b 293 99110 20d IN | * * 
neo wear th * 2 or «7 2 
.« Ia Man, &@ ys he; difces hom1an 
6 Eſtabiiſb d C — not in Findamen- 


25 19s but oy in 5 which: were 


never 


24 Some Obſervations upon the Laws 


from that, which the Legiflators, who 
firſt made it, deſign'd it for; and con- 
ſequently, the Law, as now executed, 
may not properly be ſaid to be the Act 
and Deed of the whole Nation, nor 
are the whole Body in that Sence any 
way accountable for it. 

But we have another Objection a- 
gainſt this Law, and which Charges 
it with overthrowing the very Being 
of all Church Government in the 
World; an Objection which calls aloud, 
not for an Anſwer, for it can never 
be anſwer'd; but for redreſs ; an Ob- 
jection which indeed charges it with 
a Crime, and ſuch a Crime, as I believe 
no Proteſtant Church or Nation, but 
ours are guilty of, and this is that, 
not only conſcientious Chriſtians are 
perſecuted, for not complying againſt 
their Principles with this Clauſe, in a 
manner, which, without Sin,they cannot 
comply with it. But ſcandalous Perſons, 
ſuch as by the Nature of the Ordinance, 
and by the expreſs Words of the Inſti- 
tion, are warned not to come, and 
ought not to be admitted, are not 

nly admitted without due Examinati- 


On; 
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daz but even by the Compulſion of 
the Church, oblig d to cms to the 
Lord's Table, to the moſt; horrible 
Prophanation of the , Ordinagee it ſelf; 
orig end of it's Inſtitution; 
Eng all, Chureh Diſci- 
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Such Evidence does this Argument 
carry, in it ſelf, that even che Iproſeſd'd 
Enetnies of the Diſſenters, declare them? 
ſelves on all Occz ions againſt Perſecu- 
tiom with the utmoſt Vehemence: To 
confirm this, I ſhall produce an Au. 
thor eminent fob the utmoſt A verſion 
to the Diſſenters, and Who perhaps has 
nothing in bim to recommend him to 
the; Friends of the High Principles, but 
that Averſion; yet from whom the Na- 
ture of the Thing extorted this follow- 
ing Truth, the Generil Head of 
Coertion, and which exactly reaches 
dur Cale. d hionon od . + 
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If a Man, fays he, differs from an 
Eſtabliſbd Church, not in Fundamen- 
tas, but only in Things which. Were 
— — 
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« never eſteem'd Terms of Commune 
with ir; and it may be, moved there- 
to by the Religion of an Oath « Will 
5 it not be hard, that he ſhould be pu- 
K. niſhed as an open Oppugnor of, and 
an incorrigible Enemy to it? There 
« is a vaſt Diſproportion between thoſe 
* who differ from others in Matters of 
Religion or Government, and, at the 
* Aame Time, fudy to lade quietly,” and 
te do their) own Buſineſs; with them 
« who violently e Both, and are of 
< ſuch Turbulent and Fiery Tempers, that 
they can never reſt till they have kin- 
4 dled the 'Coals of Sedition, and put all 
into a Flame: And tho? Alcalies may 
3 r for the Former, we do not 
retend to ſay that nothing but the 

1 trongeſt Aids will ee t Luur. | 


4 The Tem ann of Men aße u Alf 
4 rent as thoſe of Children; ſame of 
« which will C correted by Emellients, 
« when the ſevereſt Af 12 ngents can 
hardly amend the orher. This The- 
« miſtocles, the great Athenian 3 
Was very: ſenſi of; when going 


TH 


azainft Proteſtant Diſſenters. 2 
nn Embaſly to the Andrians, he told 
4 them, that he came accompanied by 
4 two ver 8 
4 and Violence: The One of which was 
4 to lead the Gentle, the Other to com- 
4 pel the Obſfinate to Obedience. 


T ſuppoſe none will contend that ta- 
taking Mens Employments from them, 
or keeping them from being employ d 
in Caſe of Non - conformity, is not the 
ſtrongeſt Foree upon them to comply, 
that can be uſed, Death excepted? It 
is indeed ſcarce worth while to ſtart 
ſuch a Cavil as that for them, which 
if they would not bluſh to offer, they 
would be made aſhamed in defend- 


ing. 


But I leave this Part, and proceed 
to another as Scandalous, and as Cri- 
minal as this; and that is the pervert- 
ing all Church Diſcipline, by building 
on the Baſis of Civil Authority, a ne- 
ceſſity of ſinning in the groſſeſt and 
moſt provoking Manner; this is ex- 
plain d by the — of Dragging, 4 
2 
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1 1 it, all forts of Wretches to 
the Lord's Table, whom even by the 

Nature of the Ordinance, and by the 
expreſs Goſpel Rules of the Adminiſtra- 
tion, ought to be firſt of all exhorted 
not to approach, and rejected if they 
attempted it. | 


We have many Cautions in Scrip- 
ture againſt coming raſhly, and againft 
admitting raſhly to the Sacrament; 
but not one Word of forcing unworthy 
prophane Deſpiſers of God and Religi- 
on, to communicate againſt their Wills 
and Inclinations, and even depriving 
chem of their Bread, if they decline 
2055-5 bod. Sd $w4i44+ do a + £44 


This is a Practiſe, every good Chri- 
ſtian muſt reflect on with ſome Hor- 
ror, and it will be hard to find any 
ih that has ever been ſo hardy, as 
todefend it; the greateſt Champions of 
the High Church Party, and .thoſe 
— have ſaid moſt on the Subject, 

we, however laid their Fingers upon 
Fart, and paſſing it over in Si- 
* 2 * 1. 2 . — « lence, 


z 
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teact, have thereby tacitly confeſs'd; 
that they could not ſpeak one Word 
in Juſtification of the Practiſe, or ſo 
much as ſuggeſt, that it was not the 
moſt abominable unheard of thing of 
its kind, that ever was permitted in 4 


Chriſtian Church. 


Let me bring in here the happy 
Expreſſions on theſe very Thoughts; 
juſt now publiſhed by the Biſhop of 
Bangor, in his Anſwer to the Convo- 


cation, as follow] w. 


1 will add as I paſs one Queſtion ; 
„Whether the Reverend Dr. Sherlock; 
“ or J, give the more ſincere Proofs of 
“ our Concern for this Right: I, who 
have pleaded for the repealing an Aci 
4 of Parliament, which forces Clergymen 
£ to give the Communion to every Atheiſt, 
“ or Debauchee, who may be named to 
any Civil Office; unleſs he chuſes to 
ebe ruined for not doing it; or He who 
« would appear to contend earneſtly a- 
<« gainſt Me, for the continuance of that 


60 Burthen, under which all good Men, 7 — 
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&,as I have underſtood, have long 
4 groan'd; fo far Biſhop of Bangor. 


This is a 1 Teſtimony of 
a truly Chriſtian Biſhop, againſt a 
horrid Abuſe of the Quinteſcence of 
Government, and Diſcipline in the 
Church; and after this, nothing can 
be faid too much to expreſs a Prac- - 
= ſo very juſtly abhorred by good 

<a 


Nay, it effectually confirms what is 
ſaid above, of the Nature of theſe Laws 
being Unchriſtian, and deſtructive of all 
true Religion, inconſiſtent with Chriſti. 
an Principles, and repugnant to the 
Doctrine of the Church of Exgland; for 
what Chriſtian Mind can think with- 
out ſome Horror, of thus forcing Men, 
unthinking and unprepar'd, I mean 
Who are fo to come and receive, while 
on the contrary, the Scripture declares 
that unworthy receiving to be of the 
utmoſt Concern, commanding every 
true Chriſtian to examine himſelf, and 
ſo to eat or to refrain, 

; : But 
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But tliere is yet 4 Snare in theſe 
Laws, which the Legiſlature perhaps 
is not aware of, and which lies upon 
the Clergy of che Church cof England; 
as 4 Thing of the utmoſt Con 
quence to them; and indeed very in. 
jurious, in Caſe they the ſaid Cle | 
& the conſcientious Part; and it. 5s 
wonderful to obſerve, that this Part 
has never yet been taken notice of in 
Public, tho* I. know it is the Grief of 
many of the moſt ſobet Conſcientious 
and Religious Part of the Chutch of 
England; the Caſe is this. f 


An Officer of any Kind, ſuppoſe of 
the Army, or of tlie Fleet; take it of 
thoſe that are the worſt; living in a 
Country Town, and having newly ta- 
ken a Commiſſion, applies himſelf to 
the Miniſter of the Pariſh to give him 
the Communion, in order to :qualific 
himſelf for his Commiſſion, as the 
Law directs. It happens, that the 
Miniſter heing a pious good Chriſti- 
an, ' Anſwers him thus, Sir, I 2 2 

ar ini- 
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Miniſter of this Pariſh, and the Souls 
therein are committed to my Charꝑe, 
I;am very willing to do all the Dus 
ties of my Function, and to adminiſter 
he Holy Sacrament to you. But 1 
D ſo much 
Freedom, as to admoniſh you, that 
your Life being known in this Pariſh, 
to have been very openly Vitious, and 
indeed ſcandalous, I dare not admini- 
ſter the Holy Sacrament, without ex: 
horting you to repent, and amend 
your Life. The Officer too much like 
the Gentlemen of that Profeſſion, re- 
turns Dame Sir, don't tell me of my 
Life, and of repenting, and I know 
not what, muſt take the Sacrament, 
er loſe my Commiſſion; I deſire you'll 
do as the Law directs, and leave the 
reſt to me. Why Sir, ſays the Minis 
ſter, I cannot ſatisſie my Conſcience; 
in adminiſtring the Holy Sacrament 
to you; who, I am fully convingd; 
are not in a Conditien by any Means 
fot: the receiving it, for you not only 
live in a known and notorious Life pf 
Wickedneſs; but. you declare, you da 
1 | not 
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not deſire to amend or repent; for Ex- 
ample Sir, you live in open and noto- 
rious Adultery, openly cohabiting with 
a Woman who has Elop'd from her 
Husband ; and you have a lawful Wiſe, 
who you have ſeparated from without 
lawful Pretence; and how can I ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament to you, unleſs 
you declare your Reſolution to reform 
this ſcandalous Part of your Life? 

The Officer touch'd to the quick 
with the refuſal, tho? done with all the 
Moderation and Juſtice, Calmneſs and 
Chriſtian tenderneſs in the World, falls 
a Raging, Damning and Swearing at 
Wir ther like - Mad? 11 
When he has done, ſays, do you know 
the Law, Sir, (vig.) that if you refuſe 
me, I may ſue you, and you forſeit 500 J. 
look to it at your Peril, for I will ſtick 
cloſe to you. Here ſuppoſe him to 
ſubjoin innumerable Oaths and Curſes, 
and Imprecations. However, the good 
Man perſiſts and refuſes, not daring to 
act againſt his Conſcience, and accord- 
ingly the mad Man ſues, and in the 
End ruins the Miniſter. 


E It 


32 Jam Obſervationsi\aporthe Lau- 
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not deſire to amend or repent; for Ex- 
ample Sir, you live in open and noto- 
rious Adultery, openly cohabiting with 
a Woman who has Elop'd from her 
Husband ; and you have a lawful Wiſe, 
who you have ſeparated from without 
lawful Pretence; and how can I ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament to you, unleſs 
you declare your Reſolution to reform 
this ſcandalous Part of your Life? 
The Officer touch'd to the quick 
with the refuſal, tho? done with all the 
Moderation and Juſtice, Calmneſs and 
Chriſtian tenderneſs in the World, falls 


a Raging, Damning and Swearing at 

Winder like 1 Mad? gg 
when he has done, ſays, do you know 
the Law, Sir, (vig.) that if you refuſe 
me, I may ſue you, and you forſeit 500 J. 
look to it at your Peril, for I will ſtick 
cloſe to you. Here ſuppoſe him to 
ſubjoin innumerable Oaths and Curſes, 
and Imprecations. However, the good 
Man perſiſts and refuſes, not daring to 

act againſt his Conſcience, and accord- 
ingly the mad Man ſues, and in the 
End ruins the Miniſter. 
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If this be Matter of Fact, let any 
one judge whether it 1s not time, that 
this Law ſhould be repeal'd. ** 
Since theſe Things have been under 
Conſideration, the Town has been a- 
muſs'd with a great Variety of Ru— 
mours concerning this bold Attempt, 
as it is call'd, of the Diſſenters. and 
as every one takes the Liberty to Ha- 
rangue upon the Subject, according to 
his own Notion of the Thing, and 
this with an uncommon Variety, it 
has fill'd the Heads of the People with 
very odd and different Notions about 
what it is that we call giving the is. 
ſenters Liberty, and ſetting them red 
from the Fetters of the Law. 
Theſe ſeveral Diſputes have brought 
the Queſtion. in general into a narrower 
Compaſs than it was in before, and we 
may reſolve the Subſtance of it into two 
ſhort Heads, 1. What it is the Diſſen- 
ters demand? 2dly. What it is the 
Church would grant? I begin with the 
laſt of theſe firſt, becaufe there has been 
a kind of a Chr:ifts-mz/s Report ſpread 
about, during the late Receſs of Par- 
liament, vzz. That there had been a 
Meeting 
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Meeting of ſome of the Clergy in a 
body, to conſider of ſome Methods to 
ſecure the Church, in the Terms of the 
King's Speech; or in ſhort to conſider 
how far the Diſſenters might be grati- 
hed, and yet the Church of Exgland be 
RAgnry fa. food ht an 
It is faid (for I reſolve to treat this 
Report as a Chimera only, be it true 
or ſalſe) that in this Meeting three 
things were propos'd, viz. 1. A Com- 
prehenſion: This is an old Preject and 
contains a giving up ſuch religious Points 
as being before held indifferent, it ſeem'd 
unjuſt to be fo tenacious of, as to, thruſt; 
out Chriſtians for their not conform- 
ing to; which yielding being a Teſti- 
mony of exceeding Charity, ſhou'd, if 
met half way by ſuitable Advances on, 
the other Side, bring the diſcording Par- 
ties to one Point, in which they might 
all agree: But this being, I ſay, a ſtale 
Project, and upon many Occaſions found 
impracticable, went little farther than 
to be nam'd, and fo died in its Infancy. 
2. The next Buſineſs was, it ſeems, 
to ſee what they could take off, and 
what they could not; or, in a Word, 
E 2 how 
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how far a Diſſenter might be gratified, 
and how far not. 1 WELLS 
In this we hear, they concluded, that 
{ome Exceptions ſhould be made in the 
AQ relating to the Diſſenters, but that 
they ſhauld not be entirely repealꝰd. For 
Example, They would have it declar'd 
that the Diſſenters ſhould be qualified 
to ſerve in all City and Corporation 
Offices, to be Common-Councilmen, 
Aldermen, Recorders, &c. and Juſtices 
of the Peace without taking the Teſt ; 
chat is ta ſay, theſe Gentlemen would 
grant alF thoſe Offices to the Diſſenters, 
which are indeed Matters of meer Ser- 
vice, Matters of Difficulty, Hazard or 
Charge; but as to Offices to which Sal- 
laries areannex'd, that isto ſay, Offices 
of Profit and Truſt, thoſe they would 
reſtrain them from and engroſs to them- 
ſelves. | | 
Now, not to conclude whether the 
Diſſenters can acquieſce in this Propo- 
ſal or not, let us a little ſpeak our 
Thoughts about the Morality of it: Ei- 
ther the Diſſenters have been excluded 
from Offices, Places, Truſt, &c. on 
Account of their being Enemies to the 
n Church 


ip6inſt Proteſtant Diſfenters. $f 
Church, and dangerous to the Govern- 
ment, or they have not; if they have 
not, it wou'd be hard to ſay why they 
have then been ſo long excluded at all; 
and if they have, bow, with any Ap- 
pearance of Honeſty,” can thoſe Meir 
conſent'to admit them again' to Offices' 
of Trouble and Expences, but expel 
them from Offices of Truſt and Profit. 
This takes off rhe whole weight of the 
Charge from that Part which has ſo 
— the Pretence, viz, The pubs 
lick Safety, and Throws it all upon 4 
frailer Part, of which nothing needs'to 
be ſaid here more than this, that J hope 


no ſuch Propoſal has indeed been made, 
or that the Perſons Who are nam'd to it, 
viz, The Arch-biſhop and Biſhops, and 
other of the reverend Clergy of the 
Church of Exzeland, were not really 
concern'd in offering things lyable to 
ſuch juſt Exceptions, and which would 
lay ſuch Reproaches upon the Reputa- 


tion of thoſe who are concern'd in them. 
Certain it is, that whoever offers to 


the Diſſenters the Repeal of Part of the 


Laws which they now complain of, but 


wou'd keep them under the Burthen 


of 
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of others, if any ſuch Offers are made; 
mult expoſe themſelves to ſome 
Scandal, unleſs they will firſt prove a 
Difference in the Juſtice of the Impo- 
ſition of one from that of the other, 
which I believe will be impoſſible for 
them to do; and if they cannot do this, 
the Objection againſt the Injuſt ice of 
thoſe which remain, will be juſt the ſame 
as it was before, and all the Arguments 


Which have been uſed againſt the whole 


Will be good {till againſt thoſe which are 
not remov d. 

Eſpecially this is to be obſerv'd in 
the Propoſals above, if any ſuch were 
made, viz. That this Admiſſion of the 
Diſſenters to Corporation Truſts, as 


they are call'd, does not at all reach 


the great controverted Point, of pro- 
curing, to King GEORGE and his In- 
tereſt, the Aſſiſtance of the Hands, as 
He has already of the Hearts of ſo great 
a body of his People, and procuring 
that thoſe Lives which are ſo ready, if Oc- 
caſion ſerves, to be ſpent entirely in his 
Service, ſhou'd not be unprofitably lan- 
guiſh'd away under party and political 
Reſtraints, while the Hands and — 
0 
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of thoſe that reſtrain them, are viſibly 
employ'd in laying Foundations for far- 


ther Rebellion, and to diſtreſs the Pub- 


lick, which by theſe Laws they render 
weak and - diſabled for its own De- 
fence and Security. 

Such a partial Propoſal as this, ſmells 
rank of Jacobitiſm ; and while it ſeems 
to yield to the Juſtice of the Kings De- 
mand, yet cuningly keeps back all, but 
that which ſignifies nothing to the Cauſe 
in Hand. 


We ſee daily the Advances which ſe- 


eret Breaches among Courtiers, with 
the artful Inſinuations of Jacobites and 
diſaffected Perſons, make in their Op- 
poſition to the King and his Govern- 
ment; and without doubt if they can 
carry this Point, they would think their 
Deſign very well fortified; for they de- 
ſire nothing more than to keep the Diſ- 
ſenters in their preſent diſabled Condi- 
tion, without which they would have 
nothing to do but to diſpair, and give 

over their hopes. Wu 
For this Reaſon, if there were no o- 
ther, the Diſſenters cannot acquieſce in 
a part of their Requeſt; nothing can 
| tatisfy 
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